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Mission Statement 
 

 To provide the community, public and private sector, and the State and 

Federal Government with quality services to assist and promote the 

United Nations to meet its various objectives. 

 

Objectives 
 

 To support the United Nations and its specialised agencies as a guardian 

of human rights, the main organ of cooperation between nations, the 

conciliator of differences, and the principal instrument for promoting 

and safeguarding the peace in the world. 

 

 To foster mutual understanding, goodwill, co-operation and fair dealing 

among people and nations. 

 

 To promote among the people of Australia knowledge of the United 

Nations and its specialised agencies, and an adequate understanding of 

the rights and duties of Australia as a member thereof.  

 

 To assist the Government of Australia and the World Federation of 

United Nations Associations [WFUNA] in the gathering of information 

required by the United Nations and its specialised agencies. 

 

 

UNAA WA Division Office 

Level 1 Arcadia Chambers 

1 Roydhouse St 

Subiaco  WA  6008 

Phone: (08) 6380 7304  

Email:   office@unaa-wa.org.au  
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History 

In 1945, at the end of World War II much of the belief of European societies in their respective governments' 

abilities to employ foreign policy in a peaceful manner was shattered. An independent movement to reshape the 

increasingly obsolete League of Nations emerged.  Its goal was to establish the United Nations Association, a body 

aimed at raising public awareness of the principles of the United Nations by means of education. One of the main 

reasons behind the creation of the United Nations Organization was “to save succeeding generations from the 

scourge of war.” In 1945, out of the defunct League of Nations emerged the United Nations Association in Britain. 

Following the British Association, the movement in Australia first began in Tasmania and gradually emerged in all 

states and territories. In 1946, the World Federation of the United Nations Associations (WFUNA) came into 

existence. The United Nations Association of Australia (UNAA) was one of its earliest members. In 1948, the 

Australian Minister for External Affairs, Dr H V Evatt was appointed as President of the United Nations General 

Assembly. His subsequent influence and public popularity increased the membership of UNAA significantly. It was 

also Doc Evatt’s idea to set up Australian branches of the UN Association in each state.  

The federal government established the Australian National Committee for the United Nations (ANCUN) to co-

ordinate voluntary organizations aimed at supporting the UN. In 1950, ANCUN and UNAA merged to become one 

organization. The current organizational structure of UNAA consists of federal, state and territory levels. Each state 

and territory has its own division. The Western Australian branch (UNAAWA) was established in 1948. It has a 

proud history of members and presidents who are well known to the community and actively engaged in 

supporting the aims of the United Nations. These aims include world peace, the promotion of human rights, 

freedom and equality, as well as environmental protection for a sustainable future.  

In the period spanning from the 1950s to the early 1980s, UNAAWA was closely affiliated with the United Nations 

Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and supported the Freedom From Hunger (FFH) Campaign. The organization continues its 

work with the main focus being public education. It conducts regular talks on concerns of human rights, social 

justice and vital environmental matters. In addition, UNAAWA actively fosters relationships with NGO’s and 

governmental agencies to ensure greater public awareness. UNAAWA maintains Standing Committees on human 

rights and the environment. The current patron of the WA Division is His Excellency Dr Ken Michael, AC Governor 

of Western Australia. 

 

 

Sources:  

Dr Keith Suter, Personal Communication 

Mr Owen Loneragan, Personal Communication & Resources 

United Nations Association of Australia WA Division Office Resources 

World Federation of the United Nations Associations Homepage 

Quaker Society of Friends Western Australia  
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1948 ς 1951 Harold Boas 

 

[Source: The Cyclopedia of Western Australia 1985, p. 633] 

'The Australian Dictionary of Biography’ *1993+ published by Melbourne University Press includes Harold Boas as 

President of the Western Australian Branch of the United Nations Association.  

Harold Boas was born in Adelaide in 1883 and moved to Perth in 1905. He was an architect, town planner and 

influential Jewish Community leader. In his unpublished autobiography Bricks and Mortar he describes how the 

Western Australian Branch of the United Nations Association came into existence. He wrote: άhƴ Ƴȅ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ 

Perth from Melbourne after World War II, I was invited among others, to meet the Representatives of the 

Commonwealth Department of External Affairs for the purpose of setting up a Western Australian Division for the 

Australia Association for the United Nations. An initial meeting was held in March 1948, at which this body was 

formedέ (p. 209). 

Mr Boas' active involvement with the Association included his role as Chairman of the United Nations Appeal for 

Children, resulting in a substantial amount of funds being raised In Western Australia in support of this cause.  He 

was in constant contact with a significant number of public bodies and established social and professional 

networks for the organization. Mr Boas raised awareness of the work of the United Nations by way of broadcasting 

issues on air.  

In 1950, Harold Boas was approached by the National Committee of ANCUN and asked to represent Australia at 

the United Nations Conference in Bangkok.  In his memoirs, he makes a vital point about Racial Equality. He writes: 

ά¢ƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǎǘǊƛƪƛƴƎƭȅ Ƙƻǿ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǾŀǊƛŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΧǘƘŜ ǇƛƎƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǎƪƛƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊΣ ƛŦ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ 

ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƳέ (p. 211). 

 

Sources: Cyclopedia of Western Australia; Autobiography: Bricks and Mortar; Australian Dictionary of Biography. 
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1952 ς 1955 Reverend Joseph Green 

 

[Source:  Courtesy of Uniting Church Archives Perth] 

Reverend Joseph Green was born in England in 1883. He found his calling as a Methodist Preacher aged twenty. He 
moved to Western Australia in 1911, following his service in foreign missions in West Africa. Reverend Green 
passed away in 1974 and his greatest contributions to the local community have been described as “his capacity to 
teach…to organise,” as well his ability “to find a common interest with his fellows” [Wesley Church 1973]. 

As is evident from a President’s report in 1953, published in the United Nations Association Minutes, Rev. Joseph 
Green ‘believed in the United Nations Organization as an instrument to promote peace.’ He perceived the then 
called Australian Association for the United Nations as the opportunity and mechanism to foster peace.  

With the horrific and devastating experience of the Second World War still fresh in the minds and souls of 
individuals, Reverend Green’s aim was ‘to save future generations from the scourge of war’ [United Nations 
Charter]. 

To do this, one of his main goals was to advance the objectives of the United Nations through the Association. He 
was relentless in his continuous search for new ways to improve the Union, in order to make it a more effective 
mechanism.  One avenue to extend the influence and effectiveness of the Association was by advancing and 
increasing the membership of the Society. 

Reverend Green held one of the longest and widest ministries at Wesley Church and has always been closely 
affiliated with Wesley College in Perth. 

 

 

 

Sources: 

United Nations Association of Australia WA Division Minutes 1951-59; History Ephemera ς Collecting List; Trinity 
Homepage; Wesley Church WA.  
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1955 ς 1957 Norman Roy Collins 

 

[Source: Boyce, PJ 2001; Photograph: Victor Penrose] 

Norman Roy Collins attended school at Charters Towers, a college established in Northern Queensland in 1918 
under the auspices of the Methodist and Presbyterian Church. He later gained a Bachelor of Arts degree, a Diploma 
of Education, as well as a Master of Arts Degree with his research thesis on the teaching of history in Australian 
secondary schools. 

He was put forward for a teaching position at Charters Towers by his former principal and friend Dr Rossiter and 
besides teaching English, history and economics, he was actively involved with the school's drama society. Dr 
Rossiter, who in the meantime had been appointed as headmaster of Perth’s prestigious Wesley College, offered 
Roy, as he preferred to be called, a place as second in charge at Wesley in 1938. The fact that Dr Rossiter offered 
Mr Collins a position equivalent to what we would today call a deputy headmaster, demonstrates in what high 
regard Dr Rossiter held Mr Collins, despite his relative youth.  

Mr Collins’ passion for the theatre continued to be part of his life at Wesley College, where he was involved in 
drama productions. He intermittently held the positions of acting headmaster during Dr Rossiter’s trips abroad.  
During his assistantship he coached swimmers and life savers, was the State’s senior life-saving examiner and later 
executive secretary of the Royal Life Saving Society.  In 1952, when Dr Rossiter retired as headmaster, Mr. Collins 
was appointed headmaster, a position from which he resigned in 1963. Mr Collins also maintained links to the 
University of Western Australia and the then head of the History Department, Professor Fred Alexander was one of 
his referees for the position as headmaster. He was actively involved in education as a representative of Wesley 
College in state educational committees and vigorously engaged in community affairs, particularly as a Freemason. 
Mr Collins was noted to have been a ‘vital contribution to the academic standing and administrative well-being of 
Wesley College over a period of twenty-one years’ (PJ Boyce 2001, p. 134). 

 

Sources:  

Barbara Van Bronswijk; Honest and Unsullied Days ς A history of Wesley College Perth; A school on the towers ς 

The story of Blackheath and Thornburgh College 1919-1987. 
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1957 ς 1966 John Raymond Huelin 

 

[Source: Courtesy of Mrs Sally Casey] 

John Huelin was a Perth lawyer who was described as ‘a tireless worker for human rights’ and ‘one of the most 

highly respected legal practitioners in Western Australia’ *Chief Justice Wayne Martin 2006+. 

Mr Huelin was a practicing solicitor with Darbyshire Gillet and Huelin for thirty-six years. His service to the 

community was outstanding, particularly evident in his role as coordinator and later inaugural principal officer of 

the Aboriginal Legal Service established in 1974. His daughter Mrs Sally Casey has highlighted her father’s ‘vision to 

establish a truly multicultural community,’ which would ‘fully embrace the Aboriginal people.’  

He was president of UNAAWA for ten years and his concept of freedom reflected universal respect for rights and 

freedom of the individual over the state. His main focus as president was to promote peace and security and he 

tirelessly emphasised the need to revise and strengthen the United Nations Charter. 

In 1979 Mr Huelin was awarded the first United Nations Peace Medal in Western Australia, in recognition of his 

services to the international community, in advancing and promoting human rights. 

Additional evidence of his wide and extensive service to the community is reflected in his work as member for 

thirty and president for twelve years with the Good Neighbour Council, an agency which helped to settle newly 

arrived migrants. He was active as a member of Amnesty International’s executive committee and played an 

instrumental role in the Freedom From Hunger Campaign. He was the foundation Chair member of UNICEF in WA 

and a member of Austcare. 

He worked as the Honourable Treasurer of the Federal United Nations Association of Australia for a number of 

years, represented UNAA at many international conferences and was elected UNAA’s first life member. 

He was a member of Rotary, a member of the Aboriginal Advancement Council and a member of the Australian 

Institute for International Affairs. 
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Mr Huelin was born in 1910 and passed away in 1982. Prior to his death, beginning in 1980 he was in the process 

of completing his Masters Thesis at the University of Western Australia on Post-War Politics and Law relating to 

Aboriginal people. His unfinished thesis was published as a book entitled “On the Road to Equality.” It 'deals with 

WA politics and the law relating to Aborigines over three decades in WA. The Law Society provided a grant to 

enable it to be published. The book aims to show that to achieve equal status in a multicultural Australia, 

Aboriginal people must take part in government, administration, local government and every facet of daily life' 

[Mrs Sally Casey]. 

Since his death in 1982, the UNAA and UNICEF have held the John Huelin Memorial Forum on Human Rights Day 

on December 10
th

 each year. At one of these forums in 1990, The Hon. Justice Mr David Malcolm said “In my 

opinion John Huelin’s record in the promotion of human rights in Western Australia is unparalleled in this state.” 

Sources: 

Mrs Sally Casey; His Excellency Dr Ken Michael, AC, Governor of Western Australia; UN News 1951 ς 59. 
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1966 ς 1968 Reverend C.O. Leigh Cook 

 

[Rev C.O. Leigh Cook - centre front row. Source: Courtesy of Trinity College at the University of Western Australia] 

Reverend C. O. Leigh Cook was known for his outstanding community involvement and work. During his tenure as 

president he gave particular emphasis to addressing groups and clubs to broaden public knowledge of the United 

Nations Organisation and its activities and objectives.  

His engagement with the education sector was significant and he assisted the organisation of Western Australian 

student delegates to attend the Dag Hammarskjold Interschool’s Conference in Adelaide in May 1968. He 

facilitated the fundraising for this Conference and supported member schools of the WA United Nations 

Association by distributing relevant United Nations materials. 

Reverend Cook was Master of Kingswood Residential College at the University of Western Australia from 1963 to 

1973. There is a wing of the College named 'Cook' after him. 

 

Sources:  

United Nations & UNICEF News 1968 -197; Margo Webb. 
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1968 ς 1971 & 1974 -1977  Mervyn Knight 

Mervyn Knight was born in 1928 and educated at North Perth State School. He was trained as a teacher and taught 

at Bruce Rock and Osborne Park and Mt Lawley Technical School. He had an active interest in politics and was a 

member of the State Executive of the ALP. He combined his two passions of politics and education, when he acted 

as a member of the Education Committee of the ALP during 1968. Additionally, he was active as a member of the 

Executive Committee of the State School Teachers' Union of WA and represented the Union in a variety of 

institutions, including the Aboriginal Welfare Council, the WA Council for Children’s Films and TV and the ABC 

Advisory Committee. 

In 1968 he acted as the Chair for the Human Rights Expo at Perth Town Hall in 1968. 

He was a Federal Vice President for UNAA for 8 years.  

 

 

Sources: 

United Nations News 1968 -70. 

 

 

1971 ς 1974 Miss Claire Casey 

Miss Claire Casey was a school teacher and principal by profession and attended the ANCU and UNAA Conferences 

in Hobart in January 1969. During her time as Vice-President of UNAAWA she acted as the Chair of the UNICEF 

Committee and ran a composite card shop to raise funds for UNICEF. As President of the Organisation, Miss Casey 

supported the Pakistan Relief Appeal and advanced the role of the United Nations Association of Australia in WA. 

Miss Casey emphasised the role of UNAAWA and other Non-Governmental Organisations in monitoring the work 

of government and highlighting issues of concern. She maintained that NGO’s not only had ‘the right, but also the 

responsibility,’ to examine the work of government and to respond by making appropriate recommendations. 

 

 

Sources: 

Verity Cribbs; Minutes 1968-1974 
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1978 ς 1982 Sir Thomas Wardle 

 

[Image supplied courtesy of the City of Perth 2010] 

Sir Thomas Wardle was a colourful and enigmatic local personality. Initially a self made business man, he 

revolutionised the retail industry in Western Australia and became a millionaire with a 200 store retail empire. In 

due course, he was elected Lord Mayor and knighted in 1970 ‘for service to commerce and the community’ [City of 

Perth, Local Studies Subject file]. Returning from a family holiday in Sweden, where he had for the first time 

encountered self-service grocery stores, he opened a small self-service discount outlet in North Perth and called it 

“Tom the Cheap” [City of Perth, Local Studies Subject file]. He operated on a 10 per cent margin, rather than the 

local standardised version of 25 per cent at the time. To evade the boycott of his outraged local competition Mr 

Wardle secretly purchased his goods from interstate and employed women as his store managers.  

He was elected Lord Mayor of Perth in 1967 and retired from the post in 1972. Despite being known as a tough 

businessman, he was a generous philanthropist, evident in his significant and often secret donations to medical, 

artistic, sporting and community charities. Local historian C.T. Stannage has highlighted that Sir Thomas, 

‘sponsored a medical student at the University of Western Australia, established recreation centres for children of 

working mothers, as well as paid the salaries of three chaplains.’ His interest and focus on community service is not 

only evident in his public generosity but also by his involvement in a vast array and variety of projects. Sir Thomas 

was, for example, an acting Governor of the WA Opera Company, and a Chairman of both the Trustees of the 

Western Australian Museum and the Aboriginal Cultural Material Committee. In his role as president of UNAAWA, 

he demonstrated a keen interest in the principles and objectives of the United Nations and actively promoted the 

UN locally. 

 

 

Sources: City of Perth Local Subject file; ‘Sir Thomas Wardle - the grocer,’ by CT Stannage;  United Nations & 

UNICEF News 1968-1979. 
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1982 ς 1985  Owen Loneragan 

 

Owen Loneragan gained a Diploma in Forestry in 1951 from the Australian Forestry School in Canberra, a Bachelor 

of Forestry in 1954 and a Master of Science from the University of Western Australia in 1963. His passion for the 

environment is reflected in his work for more than three decades of regenerating and preserving native flora and 

fauna, in particular the sustainable ecological protection and development of Jarrah, Karri and Sandalwood forests. 

He incessantly promoted models for sustainable habitats in order to maintain sustainable living for local 

communities. 

He developed a passion for Esperanto in 1970, an international language officially recognised by UNESCO in 1954, 

with the aim to promote peace. He has worked towards its advancement ever since. His involvement with the 

Esperanto League has extended to representing the international language on the UNAA executive and he has 

been awarded Honorary Life Membership of the Esperanto League of Western Australia. Mr Loneragan has been a 

member of the WA Executive since 1972 and he has not only served as President but also as Vice-President of the 

Organisation. 

In 1982, the United Nations Year of the Tree, both Mr Loneragan and Mr Mervyn Knight promoted the Year of the 

Tree at the Royal Show Pavilion in Perth. The campaign was sponsored by the Forests Products Association of WA. 

In addition, he was one of the founding members of the steering Committee of Greening Australia, a non-profit 

environmental organisation established in 1982 by the collaborative work of both the United Nations Association 

and the Nursery Industry Association of Australia. The aim of Greening Australia is to reverse the negative impact 

of tree decline on the environment [Greening Australia]. He has been an active member and Convenor of the 

UNAAWA Environment Committee. 

Mr Loneragan was awarded Life Membership of UNAAWA in 1991. 

Mr Loneragan was awarded a United Nations Association of Australia Inc Peace Award in 1996, in recognition of his 

‘outstanding services to the United Nations Association of Australia in Western Australia for twenty three years.’ 
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1985 ς 1987  Reverend Wesley H. Hartley 

 

[Source: Missions Horizons 1985] 

Reverend Wesley Hartley has been a Uniting Church Minister for many years and was one of the founding 

members of the Trinity Peace Research Institute in WA, along with Dr Keith Suter.  He holds a Bachelor degree in 

Politics and Anthropology, as well as a Bachelor of Divinity Degree.  

During his time as President, his particular focus was social justice concerns and he helped establish the Methodist 

Learning Centre Programme, which supports adolescent mothers to continue their schooling. He was extensively 

involved with the community and was committed to strengthening and building local groups.  He moved to 

Busselton, where he was elected Mayor and left the post after a few years to continue his work with the Methodist 

Church in Busselton. 

 

 

Sources: Uniting Church Australia Archives Perth 
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1987 ς 1990  Dr Keith Suter 

 

Dr Keith Suter was born in London in 1948 and immigrated to Australia in 1973. His strong involvement with the 

United Nations Associations began over four decades ago, when riding his bicycle as an 18 year old. He stopped at 

a newsagent to buy an icecream and noticed a magazine called New World, which was a monthly journal published 

by the London branch of the United Nations Association. He was so impressed with the publication that he joined 

the London branch's Youth Movement, eventually became its chair and later worked as the Human Rights 

Secretary for the UN Association in London. He immigrated to Australia in 1973 to gain his PhD and prior to his 

arrival in Perth, he was involved with the NSW branch of the United Nations Association of Australia.  

Over the last three decades he has actively promoted peace and disarmament. In the period from 1978 to 1999, he 

was intermittently President of UNAA and UNAAWA and awarded life membership of UNAA in 1999. A member of 

the executive committee of the international law association, in 1984 he was Chairperson of the Independent 

Inquiry into Nuclear Weapons and Other Consequences of Australian Uranium Mining. He acted as the United 

Nation Association’s Representative on the Australian Government National Consultative Committee on Peace and 

Disarmament since 1985 and was awarded the Australian Government Peace Medal in 1986, the year of 

International Peace. He was one of the Foundational Directors of Trinity Peace Research Institute Perth 1986-91. 

Dr Suter has been a Member of the Executive Committee World Federation UN Associations (Geneva) since 1989.  

Between 1991 and 1998, he acted as the President for Peace and Conflict Studies at the University of Sydney. A 

member of the world’s most prestigious think tank, the Club of Rome since 1993, he has published many books on 

a variety of subjects including: Human Rights Protection, conflict resolution, peaceful settlement, as well as the UN 

and disarmament. His latest publication of 2008 examines terrorism and raises the question whether 9/11 has 

changed the world. In 1994, he was voted the “Australian Communicator of the Year.” Dr Suter is a well known 

media commentator and resident foreign affairs analyst on Channel Seven's ‘Sunrise Program.’ He has worked as a 

consultant on social policy for the Wesley Mission for seventeen years until 2008 and he speaks about his 

experiences and knowledge in his radio broadcast “talking politics” on Sydney’s 2GB network. Amongst other 

career credits he holds the position of Chairperson of the International Humanitarian Law Committee of the 

Australian Red Cross [NSW], as well as Chairperson of the International Commission of Jurists [NSW] and Director 

of Studies at the International Law Association [Australian Branch].  Mr Suter sees the primary role of the United 

Nations Association is to be a medium for public education and to actively promote the principles and objectives of 

the United Nations. He highlights that it is of major importance to help people understand the role and aims of the 

UN. In his three years as president of the WA branch, he saw it as his primary role to get media coverage and 

publicity to promote the United Nations.   Sources: Global Insight & ²ƘƻΩǎ ²ho in Australia 2002, p. 179.  
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1991 ς 1993 Shirley Landquist 

 

Mrs Shirley Landquist grew up during the Great Depression and at the outbreak of World War II she had only just 

reached the tender age of fifteen. Growing up, as one of six siblings, her mother instilled in her the need to get an 

education with the objective to work for a government agency. Young Shirley attended Business College and 

obtained the best marks in her year for a Public Service entrance examination.  She was one of the first class of 

girls who were trained to be telegraphists, which at that time was the only means of telecommunications.  

In 1969, Mrs Landquist started working as Labor Senator Laurie Wilkinson’s secretary, a position she held for five 

years until Hon Senator Wilkinson’s retirement.  Mrs Landquist moved on to work as Senator Ruth Coleman’s 

secretary for thirteen years. A small anecdote reflecting Mrs Landquist’s importance and standing in government 

circles at the time was Senator Coleman’s continual emphasis that Shirley wasn’t working for her but with her.  

As President of the WA division of the UN Association, Mrs Landquist actively promoted a variety of issues 

including the rights of Indigenous Australians, social welfare concerns, peace, nuclear disarmament and the 

protection of our environment.  She organised Palm Sunday Marches for nuclear disarmament and worked closely 

with John E Koeyers Snr, the UNAA delegate to the UN Conference on Environment and Development [UNCED] in 

Brazil in 1992. She was the driving force behind the publication of 'The Rio Report' by UNAAWA in 1993. The 

UNCED Conference remains of vital significance, as it marked the practical beginnings of the Framework 

Convention on Climate Change [UNFCCC], which was opened for signature at the Rio Conference. In addition, as 

Matt McDonald has pointed out, the Convention ‘provided a context in which states could move towards 

cooperatively establishing set reductions in greenhouse emissions,’ paving the way for a sustainable future.  

In 1994 & 1995, Mrs Landquist was President of the Esperanto League. She acted as guest speaker on UN Days and 

organised Peace Marches from Kings Park to the Supreme Court Gardens for the International Day of Peace during 

the 1980s. She was suggested for outstanding services to the United Nations Association of Western Australia for 

life membership in 2010. 

 

Sources:  McDonald, M 2005.   

Copy of correspondence courtesy of Mrs Shirley Landquist 2010. 
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1993 ς 1994  Keith Dowding 

 

[Source:  Sydney Morning Herald] 

Reverend Keith McCallum Dowding was a Methodist Reverend in the United Kingdom before working as the 

Minister of the Uniting Church in Australia from 1977. Prior to his arrival in Australia, Reverend Dowding actively 

promoted membership of the United Nations Association in England and one of his achievements was a successful 

increase in membership drive. He was a founding Member and Honourable Secretary of the Freedom from Hunger 

Committee 1962. In 1972, he was appointed as National Vice-President of the United Nations Association of 

Australia, a post which he held for a year and in 1979 he worked as the Federal UNAA secretary. In the period of 

1978–1980 he acted as the Convenor for People for Nuclear Disarmament. In 1986, he promoted the International 

Year of Peace in Western Australia as the Vice–Chairman for the WA Committee for the International Year of 

Peace. 

Reverend Dowding was a member of the Australian Labor Party but in due process he was expelled as he was 

against the ‘White Australia Policy.’ He was a defender of human rights and advanced racial equality - evident for 

example in his role as one of the founding members of WARE [West Australians for Racial Equality].His son, Peter 

Dowding, was a former Premier of Western Australia. Mr Dowding passed away at the age of 97. 

 

 

 

 

Sources:  The Who is Who; Sydney Morning Herald 
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1995 ς 1997  Willem Bouwer 

 

[Source: The Chartered Institute of Purchasing & Supply] 

 

Willem Bouwer gained a BA in Politics and Psychology, as well as a Graduate Diploma of Education from the 

University of Western Australia. In addition, he obtained a Bachelor of Cultural Studies from Curtin University and 

a Master of Defence [UNSW-ADFA]. Mr Bouwer was a former President of the United Nations Student Association 

[UNSA], and acted as the National Vice-President and National Security Secretary of UNAA.  

Mr Bouwer advocated and participated in the WA State Government’s Poverty Task Force and attended meetings 

as the Community Education Subcommittee Convenor. WA was the only state to establish such a taskforce, 

working on strategies to reduce the burden for those on low incomes, as part of the State’s broader commitment 

to the International Decade for the Eradication of Poverty. 

Mr Bouwer now works as the Executive Director of Procurement Policy in the Australian Capital Territory, where 

he is responsible for the coordination of the Procurement Policy directorate. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sources: Annual Report 2000-2001, p.12; The Chartered Institute of Purchasing & Supply  
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1997 ς 2000  Curtis Clark 

 

 

Curtis Clark obtained a Master in Geology degree from Leigh University in the United States and a Master degree in 

Social Work from the University of Western Australia. He has been active on the Board of Anglicare since 1984, and 

acted as the Secretary of the WA Division of the Australian & New Zealand Association for the Advancement of 

Science (ANZAAS). To highlight just a few of his many activities, he was the Treasurer of the Royal School of Church 

Music (WA), acted as the Vice-President of the Council of International Students (WA) and was a member of the 

Refugee Council of WA. 

Although he worked as a geologist in the mining industry for over twenty years, his passion and interest has always 

rested with the protection of human rights and the advancement of social justice. Whilst working as a geologist, he 

began volunteering for UNICEF Australia in Perth. During his time with UNICEF he came in contact with the WA 

Division of the United Nations Association and subsequently joined the organisation in 1992. 

He remains an active office volunteer and contributes a significant amount of time and effort to the Association 

and to the cause of raising public awareness of the United Nations and its work. 
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2000 ς 2001  Michael Beahan 

 

[Source: http://www.ip.alp.org.au/images/content/michaelbeahanaug2002_small.jpg] 

 

Michael Beahan was born in London in 1937. He was of Irish descent and later immigrated to Australia with his 

family.  Prior to entering Federal Parliament he worked as a WA State Secretary for the Australian Labor Party, a 

State Director of the Australian Trade Union Training Authority (WA) and as an education officer at the WA Trade 

and Labour Council. In addition, Mr Beahan was an economics lecturer and an electrician.  

He was a member of the Association for a number of years and his expertise was in government policies. Mr 

Beahan had planned to conduct a strategic plan but moved to Victoria before the work could be carried out. He 

had an extensive network of decision makers in WA and was always available for speaking engagements. He 

moved to Melbourne in 2001.  

Mr Beahan was a true activist and always enthusiastic and ready to promote and advance the objectives of the 

United Nations Association of WA. 

He was a Labor Party Senator representing Western Australia in the Australian Senate from 1987 to 1996 and the 

President of the Australian Senate 1994 to 1996. 

Sources: Parliament of Australia. 

 

2001 ς 2002  Allyson Ladhams 

Allyson Ladhams was President of the United Nations Student Association (UNSA) and a granddaughter of High 

Court Justice Sir Ronald Wilson. 
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2002 ς 2003  Dr Nancy Hudson-Rodd 

 

 

Dr Nancy Hudson–Rodd is a PhD Research Fellow at Edith Cowan University in Perth. Her particular interest rests 

with the promotion of human rights, human dignity and peace. During her term as President she was involved in a 

range of activities at local, national and international levels to foster dignity and respect for all individuals and to 

raise awareness of the work of the UN. She actively advanced the rights of women, refugees and asylum seekers 

and promoted peace. She was incessantly engaged in highlighting human rights violations in Burma and helped 

organise a public protest rally.  

In 2002, she worked closely with the Sex Worker Action Group [SWAG] in opposition of WA's proposed Draft 

Prostitution Control Bill which would have denied the human rights of sex workers. Some of her actions included 

speaking on television, holding press conferences and meeting with members of parliament and the women’s legal 

fraternity in WA. 

Dr Hudson-Rodd conducted an Asia Pacific Training Workshop for Amnesty International Australia WA concerning 

the countries in Australia’s region and their position on human rights and refugees.  She raised awareness of the 

plight of refugees and asylum seekers in Australia by speaking at public rallies and to the media concerning the 

detention of children, men and women, in support of the human rights of individuals and in opposition to the 

Australian Government’s disregard for human dignity. In addition, she organised events, such as Refugees in Crisis, 

where former refugees wrote, directed and acted in plays and expressed their maltreatment artistically.  

As part of a submission to the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade [DFAT], she highlighted that 

Australia needs to offer more support to asylum seekers. She stated, that even though ‘Australian is a signatory to 

the 1951 Refugee Convention and the 1967 Protocol, it remains the only wealthy and developed country to have a 

policy and practice of mandatory detention, in denial of rights of asylum seekers’. 
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She promoted peace by indicating in her submission to DFAT, that Australia should gear the training of its armed 

forces towards peacekeeping missions rather than conflict such as Australia’s support of the US invasion of Iraq 

and the “War on Terror.” She also suggested that Australia should commit a ‘greater amount of funding to 

international aid for development, providing for clean water, sanitation and maternal child health, rather than to 

war.’ 

She raised awareness on the UN International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination by launching a 

bookmark, which was widely distributed to public schools and universities. The United Nations Association of WA 

was awarded a Multicultural Interest Community Grant to create the bookmark, which recognised and marked the 

anniversary of the Sharpeville Massacre in South Africa in 1960 on the 21 March.  The bookmark included phrases 

like, the “United Nations is founded on the principle of the equal worth of every human being” and “Let us respect 

dignity, dialogue and diversity.”  

Source: Dr Nancy Hudson-Rodd 
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2003  Christopher Steytler 

 

[Source: UWA University News] 

Christopher Steytler was born in South Africa in 1950 and gained a Bachelor's degree and LLB from the University 

in Cape Town. He relocated to Australia in 1976 and has worked as a QC since 1992. In the period from 1999 to 

2001, he taught ethics at the Faculty of Law at the University of Western Australia as a visiting fellow. In 1994, he 

became a Judge at the Supreme Court of Western Australia and was appointed the president of the Western 

Australian Court of Appeal in 2005. Mr Steytler held this position until 2009, when he retired from the WA 

Supreme Court after 14 years of distinguished service. According to UWA Vice-Chancellor Alan Robson, Mr Steytler 

is ‘held in the very highest esteem amongst the legal profession’ and is 'one of the best legal minds in the State.' In 

September 2009, Mr Steytler was appointed Winthrop Professor of Law at the University of Western Australia. 

As the President of UNAAWA, he saw his principal focus as rationalising its subcommittees and raising its profile 

through the dissemination of information concerning the work of the UN. His activities included a number of talks, 

as well as making submissions to Government bodies concerning Australia's treaty obligations. 

As mentioned above, during his time as President of UNAAWA he was a judge of the Supreme Court of Western 

Australia. On the commencement of the Court of Appeal in this State, Mr Steytler became its founding President, 

subsequently leaving him with insufficient time to continue with UNAAWA.  Mr Steytler currently acts as the 

Parliamentary Inspector of the WA Corruption and Crime Commission. 

Sources: UWA University News; Christopher Steytler. 

2004  Anthony Kay 

Anthony Kay is a lawyer and engineer. He was the Australian Director of the British based company, Bristow 

Helicopters.  Although his term as President of the WA branch was short, he was honoured to be approached and 

was glad to assist UNAAWA in any way he could. During his time as President, he proposed to reform the Executive 

Committee to focus on a “big picture” approach to enhance the effectiveness of policy. In addition, he place 

particular emphasis and focus on raising the public profile of the Association. 



- 26 - 
 

2005 ς 2008  Dr Jan Ryan 

 

Dr Jan Ryan is a Professor at Edith Cowan University in Perth and has a strong focus on promoting national and 

international human rights standards. Dr Ryan’s particular emphasis rests with human rights education, identifying 

and raising awareness of social justice issues, as well as advocating strategies for change. Professor Ryan is the 

Convenor of the Project of Fremantle as a Human Rights City. 

 

She has encouraged and promoted the concept of Fremantle (and the whole WA region) as a Human Rights City, 

with the aim being to set a positive example and provide a symbol for the advancement of human worth, equality 

and dignity. The idea of Fremantle as a Human Rights City is of particular importance in the context of its distant 

location from the UN’s official presence in Australia at Sydney and Canberra. As Dr Suter has highlighted in a 

President’s report in 1988, ΨǘƘŜ άǘȅǊŀƴƴȅ ƻŦ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜέ ƳŀƪŜǎ ²Ŝst Australians the most deprived sector of the 

Australian populŀǘƛƻƴΦΩ Fremantle as a Human Rights City would alleviate the issue of distance and to bring a 

human rights culture to WA. Dr Jan Ryan has also initiated the Model UN programs in WA Universities.  These 

programs involve simulated role plays modelled on the UN Security Council or various Committee meetings. 

 

The aims of the Model UN are to raise the awareness of university students to human rights issues and to bring 

them closer to the processes and difficulties of negotiating global compromises within representative countries. 

Students’ active participation in these Model UN simulations fosters awareness, enhances understanding and 

increases interest in human rights issues. Dr Ryan actively supported Indigenous Australian university students to 

participate in the human rights debates in the UN Model programmes. She promoted particular Indigenous issues 

relating to women, family, health, education, empowerment, and community and national representation. 

 
Dr Ryan has focused on fostering civil society dialogue and establishing close working relationships with 

Government departments, community groups and Non-Governmental Organisations. She conducted workshops 

and held public presentations on a variety of human rights issues. In 2007, she presented human rights papers at 

the Conferences and debates in Oxford and China, as well as participated in the International Human Rights 

Conference in NSW in 2008. 

 
Source: Annual Report 2007-08.  
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2009 ς to present  Judith Ann Parker 

 

Dame Judith Ann Parker AM was born in 1941 and has a qualification in teaching along with a Graduate Diploma in 

Special Education and a Graduate Diploma in Community Counselling. She is a retired teacher, grief and loss 

counsellor and author of three books. Dame Judith is a humanitarian with a strong focus on promoting and 

advancing human rights and particularly, the rights of minorities, such as women, children, individuals with 

disabilities and Indigenous Australians.  

Judith has actively promoted and advanced the rights of minorities for many years, evident for example in her role 

as the National Advisor on the Child and Family between 1995-1997. She is a past President of the National Council 

of Women WA and the National Council of Women Australia. Judith has been the Vice-President of the 

International Council of Women and also acted as the Chair of UNAAWA’s Human Rights Committee.  She works 

tirelessly to advance women’s rights and to raise public awareness of United Nations objectives. She is a regular 

guest speaker on a variety of human rights topics and is a driving force behind fostering relations with the private 

and public sector. She visited New York in 2005, 2007 and 2008 as the International Council of Women's Delegate 

to the Commission on the Status of Women. 

Judith is involved with many humanitarian organisations and has received a significant number of honours and 

awards.  In 2004, she received the Premier’s Active Citizen Award in Perth and was named one of the Women of 

Distinction invested with the Order of Australia AM. In 2006, she was named the Western Australian Senior of the 

Year and received the Lions Club Exemplary Award for Human Rights. She is the Past President of Rockingham 

Women’s Health Centre and Past President of Rockingham and District Family History Society, as well as Past 

President Rockingham and District Historical Society. In 2009, Judith was invested as a Dame in the Order of Saint 

John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller to recognise her incessant work for women living in poverty and deprivation. 

On 8 March 2010, Judith was one of the three guest speakers at the International Women’s Day Exhibition 

Seminar, entitled “Empowering Women to End Poverty.” Dame Judith was described as "...an empowered woman 

dedicated to alleviating poverty in the world. If you ever thought one woman could not make a difference then 

Judith is proof that you can live local and act global." 

In 2011, Judith was inducted into the inaugural WA Women's Hall of Fame in recognition of her work in the area of 

human rights and representation of minority groups. 

Source: IWD_Rockingham _Event Info.pdf  
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Honourable Life Members of the Association 

Mr Laurie Wilkinson 

 

Mr Lawrence Degenhart Wilkinson was born in November 1903 in Fremantle, Western Australia, where he 

attended Perth Modern School and later studied engineering in Adelaide.  Mr Wilkinson joined the Quaker Society 

of Friends in 1947, and expressed his belief in peace by actively engaging in social and political action. He was a 

long time member of Western Australia’s ALP State Executive and was elected to Federal Parliament as a Labor 

Senator representing WA in 1966. He served in Federal Parliament for eight years and was awarded Life 

Membership of the ALP in 1976.  

Mr Wilkinson was a pacifist at heart, committed to the principles of justice and peace. He combined personal faith 

with worldly action and saw it as his responsibility to translate his values and devotion to peace into the social and 

political spheres. Both Laurie and his wife Nancy Wilkinson were most dedicated supporters of the United Nations. 

Together they financially supported causes like the Ships for Peace Missions or Human Rights for Just Participatory 

Democracy, as well as conferences on a More Democratic United Nations [CAMDUN] and a New International 

Economic Order [NIEO].  

Both Mr and Mrs Wilkinson promoted social justice for refugees and children and Laurie Wilkinson was very 

involved in the promotion of disarmament, acting on the Peace and Disarmament Subcommittee. Mr Wilkinson 

was a foundation member of the WA branch of UNAA and was given life membership for his incessant work for 

peace and for his extensive contributions on the Executive Management of the Association. Nancy Wilkinson was 

elected first Treasurer of the WA Division of UNAA.  

Laurie Wilkinson has been described as ‘cheerful, with a great sense of humour, a sharp wit and an ability to get 

under one’s skin.’ *Society of Friends 1992+. 

Following his wife’s death in 1984, Mr Wilkinson moved to Canberra, where he passed away in 1989, three days 

prior to his 88
th

 birthday. Their son, Mr Harold Wilkinson, has been Treasurer of United Nations Association of 

Australia for many years and lives in Canberra.  
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1969   Mr J Turnbull 

Mr Turnbull was made life member in 1969, for his continued work for the Association, particularly in the field of 

education.  

 

 

1972   Mrs M E Haselhurst 

The Minute books of 1972 record how Mrs M E Haselhurst was awarded Life Membership and state: 

ΨThe president [Miss Claire Casey] proposed and the motion was carried unanimously that Life Membership be 

conferred on Mrs IŀǎŜƭƘǳǊǎǘ ƛƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƴƎ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǊŜƴŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΦΩ 

Ψ¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀ [ƛŦe Membership Certificate to Mrs M E Haselhurst in recognition of the many years of 

fine work done by Mrs H on behalf of UNAA [WA Division] and for being such a stalwart friend. Mrs Haselhurst 

replied saying how much she enjoyed working for UNAA, helping people of goodwill towards harmonious and 

peaceful relationships in many spheres. Helping to spread knowledge of the UNO and to combat non-interest and 

ŀƴǘŀƎƻƴƛǎƳΩ. 

Mrs Haselhurst worked as an office volunteer, acted as a Minute Secretary and was very involved in UNICEF.  

 

 

1972  Three Police Officers returned from UN Peacekeeping mission in Cyprus 

Three policemen were awarded Life Membership in recognition of their service to peace and security. No names 

were mentioned in the Minutes; however in the UNAAWA Newsletter of 1980-89 called United Nations Outreach, 

this paragraph is relevant:  

Ψ/ȅǇǊǳǎ ŦƻǊŎŜ ƘƻƴƻǳǊŜŘΩ 

Ψ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ tƻƭƛŎŜ hŦŦƛŎers who joined the Cyprus Peacekeeping Force from 1964 to 1976 were honoured at 

the Ceremony at Police Headquarters on Wed October 28, 1987. Representatives of the former enemies, Mr. Ayhan 

Halil, president of the Cyprus Turkish Association and Mr Symeon Papadamou, president of the Cyprian Community, 

presented the WA Police Force with the names of 41 police officers who served on the island. 

Former superintendent Mick Wright, the first member to join the Cyprus Force, said all the men who had the 

privilege of serving as members of the UN peace-keeping force were proud to have represented Australia in the 

service of peace.' 
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1977   Reverend Ron Limb 

The United Nations & UNICEF News of July 1975 states:  

‘Mr G R Limb served the organisation efficiently for 5 years as Executive Director.’  

Rev Limb remained very involved in the activities of the Association, working one day a week in the office as a 

volunteer [1989]. 

 

 

1977   Mrs E Nicholls 

 

Mrs E Nicholls of North Perth was a member of the Executive for many years, always a willing helper and a 

convenor of the social committee. Mrs Nicholls organised social functions and meetings.  Mrs Nicholls was 

responsible for all monthly meetings and her stalwart work in preparation of the 1966 UN Dinner was mentioned. 

She become a member of the Association in 1963 and was awarded Life Membership in July 1977. She contributed 

extensively to the office by helping collate and code information for outreach. Mrs Nicholls passed away in 

Canberra in early May 1983. 

 

1981   Irene Greenwood 

 

[Source: Courtesy of the Irene Greenwood Collection, Murdoch University]   
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Irene Greenwood was awarded honorary Life Membership in 1981. She was a feminist, peace activist and 

journalist. She promoted equality and saw war as a crime against humanity. She advanced women’s rights and 

helped establish the West Australian branches of the Family Planning Association, as well as the Abortion Law 

Repeal Association and the Women’s Liberation and Women’s Electoral Lobby.  

She was the State President of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom *WILPF+ from 1966 to 

1969. She was the editor of WILPF’s journal Peace & Freedom for twelve years and was recognized as an honorary 

life Vice-President in 1975. She was the first woman to receive an honorary Doctorate from Murdoch University 

and she even has a ship named after her, called the M. V. Irene Greenwood.   

Mrs Greenwood tirelessly lobbied for international instruments of law to promote justice and world peace.  In 

1982, she was awarded the UN Silver Peace Medal.  

Mrs Greenwood passed away in 1992. 

A quote by Irene Greenwood:  

ά{ƛƴŎŜ ǿŀǊǎ ōŜƎƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ƳŜƴΤ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ƳŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜŀŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘΧǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ǳǇ 

the UN ς ƴƻǿ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ǳǎŜ ƛǘΦέ  [In Murray 2005].  

 

Sources: Irene Greenwood Collection; Murray 2005 

1982   Reverend Lloyd Semple 

Reverend Lloyd Semple was awarded Life Membership at the request of Dr Irene Greenwood and on the 

recommendations of the management committee.  Rev. Semple was the Executive Director of the WA branch of 

the United Nations Association for five years from 1977 – 1982.  

He advocated equality of goods and justice and furthered the aims of the UN with diplomacy and compassion. Rev. 

Semple was prominent in a most positive way during the tumultuous NOONKANBAH events of 1980-81. He worked 

as a Chaplain to overseas students, was concerned for their welfare and was in charge of Methodist Immigration 

support for 15 years. He was conscientious and aware of the inequalities around the globe and did his utmost to 

advance equality. Rev. Semple had great faith in the humanitarian programme of the United Nations and the 

future of mankind. 

 

1984   Mrs Dorothea Squires 

Mrs Dorothea Squires was made Life Member in 1984, in recognition of her many years support of the Association. 

She had joined the Association in 1961 and was always a generous donor to the UN Annual National Youth 

Conference. 
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1991   Owen Loneragan 

 

Mr Owen Loneragan was awarded Life Membership in recognition of his outstanding service to the Organisation 

for many years (see Past Presidents 1982-85 for details). 

 

1991  Beryl & Jack Boardman 

 

Beryl and Jack Boardman were dedicated supporters of UNAAWA and received Life Membership in recognition of 

their outstanding services and contributions to the Association and the promotion of human rights.  

Beryl and Jack met in 1946 in Victoria, where Beryl’s uncle, a returned P.O.W. introduced them. Two years later, on 

10
th

 June 1948, they got married. Jack worked as a bank officer for the Commonwealth Bank and Beryl was a 

professional nurse. They first became involved with the United Nations Association when Ralph Boardman, Jack’s 

father, established the Victorian branch in Croyden in 1949.  

Following their move to Western Australia in 1963, both Beryl and Jack became intrinsically involved with the WA 

division of UNAA. Jack worked as its Treasurer for many years, as well as Convenor of the Human Rights 

Committee, whilst Beryl actively volunteered in the office. Mr Boardman was a member of the WA Executive from 

1969 to 1996 and concerns for social welfare and Human Rights received a significant amount of Jack’s time and 

effort. He actively supported Aboriginal Land Rights and a legislative response to Aboriginal death in custody. In 

addition, he promoted nuclear disarmament. 
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Jack and Beryl were great supporters of the cause of independence for the East Timorese people and Jack, along 

with Dr Keith Suter ensured that the subject was advanced and kept on the agenda.  Jack was the leading 

campaigner for the right of the East Timorese for self-determination and was a member of the Friends of East 

Timor.  In 1992, he was aboard the Lusitania Expresso to protest the Timor Gap treaty between Australia and 

Indonesia, that effectively ignored Indonesian human rights violations in East Timor and disregarded the East 

Timorese right to self-determination, in favour of economic gains. 

In 1996, Mr Boardman was invested with a Peace Award from UNAA in recognition of his outstanding services to 

the United Nations Association of Australia in WA for more than twenty seven years.  

Jack was tragically killed crossing Beaufort Street on his way to attend a C.A.R.E [Campaign Against Racial 

Exploitation] meeting, on a stormy winter’s night in June 1996.  

He was posthumously awarded a UNAA Peace Award to acknowledge his work for Human Rights and Justice on 

behalf of Aboriginal People and the East Timorese in their struggle for peace and justice.  

Mr Boardman’s funeral service was conducted by Reverend Keith Dowding and wife Beryl remembers it as a very 

moving celebration of Jack’s life.  Following Jack’s death, Beryl continued working strongly with Shirley Landquist.  

Grace Klein, fellow Scarborough and Districts Progress Association member has described Jack Boardman in the 

following words: 

άaǊ .ƻŀǊŘƳŀƴ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǿŀǊƳ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇŀŎƛŦƛǎǘΧƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǳǎ ŀƭƭΧǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ŀ ƳǳŎƘ 

richer place ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƭƻǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƳƛǊŜŘ ōȅ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƘŜ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘΦέ 

[Grace Klein 1992]. 
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2010  Shirley Landquist 

 

Mrs Shirley Landquist was awarded Life Membership in recognition of her many years of dedicated service to 

UNAAWA (see Past Presidents 1991-93 for details) and the community including: 

¶ Organisation of Peace Marches from Kings Park to the Supreme Court Gardens for the International 

Day of Peace under the UNAA flag during the 1980s. 

¶ Contributions to Rights of the Child 1989 and the World Summit for Children 1990. 

¶ President of the Esperanto League of Western Australia (Inc) 1994 and 1995. 

¶ Chairman of the local University of the Third Age in the late 1990s. 

Shirley’s contributions are significant, including her work with the UNAA delegate to UNCED in Brazil and 

overseeing ''The Rio Report'' being published for UNAAWA.  

 

2010  Joan Mann 

 

This remarkable woman, still volunteering for UNAAWA in her eighties, has an outstanding record of achievements 

and history of community involvement.  Joan has been the delegate for the National Council of Women of WA for 

a number of years.  She is the adviser for the Human Rights National Council of Women of WA.  A strong and active 

member of the UNAAWA Human Rights Committee, Joan has consistently represented the Association at human 

rights related events.  She enthusiastically assists with fundraising by activities including quilt making for raffles 

and organising lunches.  She has demonstrated strong and continuous support for indigenous people and the 

protection of their human rights.  A commitment to the rehabilitation of women prisoners has been shown 

through her development of programs and attendance on community committees relating to the welfare of 

prisoners.  She is an advocate for human rights through Australian Church Women and is an inspiring role model 

for young people.  
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